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The purpose of this study' vas to assess the 
effectiveness of several independent variables in' predicting the 
perception of television's content as real. The relationship betveen 
the perception of television violence as.real and agressive 
predispositions of yoong vietrers vas analyzed* Tvo hundred 
seventy^three Hexican children in the third, and sixth grades 
Hexico City vere adiinistered questionnaires testing hypotheses vith 
respect to 11 independent variables as predictors of the* pnarception 
of reality of televisiont real life experience vith television 
content, socioeconoiic status, gtade Ib school, age, sex, grade point 
average, the use of television for relaxation, lei^rning and 
coKpanionship, ejcposure, and the ipfluence of teleirdsion increased 
vith the use of tele.vision for learning and coKpanion8hip# vith 
general TT exposure^ and vith t&e influenc^^f others;, as the 
referent for television becaie sore abstract, the children tended to 
perceive television, as sore realistic; and the perception of- the^^ 
reality of tele.vision violence did not correlate consistently vith 
tvo different seasures of aggressive predispositiody (luthor/TS) 
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ABSTRACT ■ : 

THT PERCEIVED REALITY OP TELEVISION AHp AGSi^SIVE 
PREDISPOSIttONS AHOUG CHXLDREH IK HEXXCO 



.*,The present study.was caroiedout in Mexico City in^rder to assess the 
effectiveness of sevc^^ independent valuables ^In predicting the.perfwption. of 
television content ^as *real%' A further step vas taken in the^ theoretical se^ 
quence of media "effects, by analyzing^ the relationship between the percepjtiin 
of television violence as real and aggressive predispositions o^ young yie^ers* 

Two hundred and seventy three Mexican children in the ttird and, sixth 
grades of ^lei&^tary schools in Kexico City were administered questionnaires 
in the Spring of 1375 « Eleven bgrpotheses were tg^rted with respect "to eleven 
independent variables as 1>redictors of the perception of reality of televi- 
sion* The independent, variables were; rea^l life experiences with television 
content',* socioeconoDiic status, grade in school, age, sex, GPA, ^the use of 
television for relaxation, learning and. companionship, exposure, and the' 
infltience of significant others* A twelfth hypothesis wais concerned with 
the perception of reality of television at three different levels of 'abstrac- 
tion: T*V* in general, ^content areas of T.V* , ..and six specific ch^x^cters, ' 
groups of characters or behaviors on, specific television shows* !Ihe final ' 
iiypothesis predicted ttiat as the f^rception of reality of television increased, 

aggressive predisposi'tiops in young viewers wouXd'also increase* * / 

' ■ , ' * ^ ' . . ' .* ■ 

It i^s fousd^that: ,1) The perception of reality of television increarsed 
with: the use of television' for I'^aming and cpnipanionship, gene9:'al T*V* ex- 
posure, and With the influej^ice of significant oth6?s, 2) The perceptiofti .of 
reality of television decreased as so^oeSonomic status^^ grade in school, eg€, 
and GPA increased; 3) >fo consistent relationship wes .found between the percep- 
tion . of television reality wit:h real life experiences ; ;the ,uae of television 
for relaxation, specific T*V*'ex|>osure,.pr t^e ^ek of/tiie vieVers'i. 't),Contra3?y 
to the hypothesis proposed, as'the refefvnt for television became iDore abstract 
the children tended to pjprceive tejCevi^ion as' ^re re:alistio^.5J The ^perception 
of , reality* of television vloi^ce did nob* cotrelaite consiettently with two dif-* 
ferent measures of ag^ssiv^ predisi^i^itions; 6>' Tor^ thc^e children high in 
,the j^erce^tion o^ reality oi^ teXevi^ioj). violence' thez^ wis not, al consistent 
^relationwiip between ^s^oSure to television ^iolenee AOd aggressive predis- 
positions; and 7) Sy means of finiitiple Agression, analysis it was found the$ 
the ©est pl?edictor£^ of the perception of f *V* reality were the influence of . 
sipi^icaxft others, grade in school knd ^ge, and to a lesser extent CPA ai:^' 
the us^ of T*V*, for companionship* , / 

* Tlie results of this/stu^y were ccropar^d with results encountered in re- 
search .conducted with' American children* Some tentative explanations were ' 
offat^d^fcr the differences and similarities ^ound* It was concluded that, 
among other thii^s, fyri^her research s'hould analyse more closely the different 
l^efere^ts on televislop; the sources of expftrijsnce that the, child uses for 
-^yaluatihg «^at he seed on the scre^; ^the^' dimensions on which the reality 
o/ f^levlsl<m is eyalijated, if At 'alli other variables that may-precede or 
interact with the perception of t^e^^^y of television j other pwsible, effects 
of ^tiie f^ercept'i^ of ' T*V* ^^x^ealistie; and the exploration of factors that, 
might be responsible^ for interculttn>al differences* An analysis ovet^ time of 
t^s ""effects of <the perception of tm.ity of television and other .variables/, ' ' 
such ai^£Xp9sure^ on attitudes and behdvio^ was sugge^ed* ' ' 



THE 'PERCEIVED BEALm OF TELEVISIOW AJU^, AG(iRESSIVE 
PREDISPDSITIOHS AM0H6 CHII^BREfi IH ME^tO , 



The purpose of this stu4y,is to try "o examine the' r^l^^iqpship betneen 
' several predictor variables and Hie perce] tion of televisicn^.W reaJL* and the. 
link t>etKeen tlie perception of reality of television (PRTV he]^|d^er) violence 
and aggressive predispositions in young. H^xican vle»rers. 

The possible role of PRTV in mediating effecta on tbe behayiot* or attitudes 
of young viewers is a relative^ new conqem wblcb should be addr^^^sed fr6m tbe 



perspective, of its detertninants^ and firay the point of vieV of its consequences* 
^Reeves (197^) addr^i^ssed the questiop of the determinants of '^^Hf^reeptlon 
of TV programming as real in Ainerlcan, children, and he found some ^yid*^^ for 
' the explanation of tb^ plienomenob: 1) As questions with respect to S^t^mve 
from Abstract to more specific, the child tends to report more percep^ii^'^^of 
reality; 2) the i^f^Ijuence of ^^lg^ifica^lt others of a child was fbiind t<^ bft^> 
positively related to ^^Vj 3> as ^ge decr«ased»'PIOT increased; *r) as l^xpoS^J, 

sure to TV increased/ PRTV incrseasedi ^ahji 5) as tJie ^e of TV for relaxatipn^^;, 

I ■ • ■■■ y-^ • . ^/=;^A- 

learning* and companionship .lAcJ?eased» PRTV increase^. He failed to confl??». . 

hypotheses with respect to the pelaljionship of PRTV with^real life -experience,*^ 

^socioeconomic status; intelligence* and ^ex* V, " ' - 7"- \ ^ - ' ^k 

The present study attempts (1) to repliciate the |«4^tionships for which, : 

r y '-^ ' ' ' - ■ \\\\ ■ : . ^ ' 

Reijeyes found support; (2) to present a new test, ejtplanations and modifications l 

for tW relationships for which Reeves didn't, find support J and (3) to ihtro- 

duce aggressi^ pre<^spositjLons as the Criterion Variable directly affect^td 

hy tlbe PRTV of violence. All these are examined in a different sociocultural 

setting,. •namely Mexico City^.- ' 



. . CORREUTES OF PRTV 

Real life experiences vitB television content . Symbolic iSrr, in this case 

television ft}q>eriences , and '*real life" e»|>eriences can.be assujDed to be cog- 

- . . . - . * <^ - - — 

nitiVely evaluated against each other, when both are ^9Siilable« , There is sub*' 

stantial evidence t^at indicates that. TV representations are quite selective 

in^ general (Gerbner, 1972; Dominick, 1973; Clark and Blankenburg^ 1972}/ HoW'- 

ever, Keeves did not find support for his hypothesis that as real life Bxperi^ 
* ' ' ' . ' 

■ences with TV content increased, 'PRTV would decrease* 

It could be argued that in fact real life experiences may counteract the 
stereotyping effect of the Aedia up to a certain point, but then-, when real ^ 
life experiences are very large and varied in nun^r,,TV representations may 
then fit» in individu^ instances » ,that which is jknown in real life* This '* 
Irads us to tentatively state that as real experiences with television content 
increase^ stereotyping will decrease, but that PfCTV will folloir.a curvilinear 
pattern as follows: ' ^ 

H^r , As real life experiences with TV cont^t'incft^ase Up to a middle = 

range point, PKTV will decrease, and as real life experiences 

' ' with, TV content, increase any further, PRTV will also increase, 
% 

Level of abstraction of the referent on- TV with respect to PRTV , , VM^tes 
found that the njore concrete the referent for television content the more 

child identified such content as ^reflecting real life. So, for example, .-tj[ie 

-** ' ■ ff 

child could more precisely evaluate a specific character than.TV'in genera^ \ 
Tbis finding is consistent with a general pattern of findings in related re|f^ 
sear^h^Greenberg and Dominick, 1969; Dopiinick and Greenberg^ 1970; Greenbe^^« 
1972V-'Atkin, 1971; and Ward, 1972, Sefe Reeves, 197^, for a graphic sunwary ton 



p. 8). VheD cbiXdren were^asked to respond to Items spch as "People on TV are 
pretty nnxch like people I lueet in real life," and '|The sam things happen to 
^ople on TV h^pen to me in real iife," they typically answer slightly I>elow 
or on the middle « or not $4^* part of the scale. ' ' * ^ 

This general pattern of findings makes sense sidce one would expect child-^ - 
ren, or respondents m general, to find it easier to evaluate TV conte^ as real 
or not real as the ^ferent becomes more concrete. Accordingly, it is to be ex- 
pected that ' ' , , 

H.t Children wiU perceive specific television characters or, events to 
be toore real than content areas of television programning and the 
content areas to be more real than television in generals , 

Demographics . Demographic variables can be expected^^to contribute to PRTV 
by reflecting the degree ^d type of socialization that the child undergoes. 

Socioeconomic Status (SES) . Reeves hypqthesiaed.th^t "as sociqpconomic 
status increases^ PRTV will dec||^a^f" and he didn't find siqpport* He points 
out "that the inability of SES to predict, Pft^V could jpossibly be a function of 
the lack of ^^^^nce obtained in its measure. * Past studies repc^ing significant 
findings used economically well-defined samples from different geographical 
areas.'* Among dU$;h p^t studies one can count Hanneman^s (1972), Greetiberg^s 
(1972), and Creenbei?g and Dominick's (1969 and 1968)'. 

One c^^expect PRTY to co£>relate negati^ly with SES since it has been 

repeatedly foun^ that low SES children tend to use the media, and especially \ 

television as an important source of* information (Feel^, 1974). Greenber^ 

and Reeves (197^^» p. 6) point out that ' .. ^ 

"The typical explanation advanced for SES differences in^PKTV judge-^ 
' roents has been the more restricted opportunities^ for both alteifiiative 
personal and communication experiences ,am6ng the less advantaged 
youngsters.'* ^ . . ^ 



On :tb^e bases the following hypothesis is stated: 

' , . H^: As S£S liicreases, PKTV will decrease. , - . . 

Age . Lyle and Hbffinan (1972, p. 175) found that 

*'SiK£h graders appearieif to lie considerably a&vance'd over the first 
grade:^ in rejecting television as an accurate reflection of li£e, 
Snd there was a funther increase refreicted anioDg, the tenth graders.*' 

r 

Greenbei^ (1974) f&und in his British study that as the^ child grew older> 
his PRTV decreased, and Reeved found that in general as age increased » PRTV de- 
creased wit}i the exception of P]^TV among mack children. ^ * - ^ 

Reeves operationaXized age as the grade in school of the children. -In the 
Mexican study, given some more variability of ages within grades » especielXy in 
the low SES schools, both measures will be obtained and the s'ame relationship 
is hypocthesized faq^ the two of them: 

H^f As grade in school Increases, I^RTV will decrease. 

H^'; Age age increases, PRTV will decrease. — 

Sex . Dominick and Greenberg (197 9) -£otmd some evidence for the notion that 
girls' perceive television as more realistic than bdys. Reeves didn^tlfind siqp* 
port for this relationship. While ^e 'didn^t of£er a rati onale for this finding^ 
'it is possible to think in ^erms of soci^ization practices^Jlischel* 1970). 
Boys and girls in the U';S., "across different socioeconomic statuses, ages» and 
other structural characteristics, can be conceived of as having more similar 
experiences than hays' pr girls in a country like Mexico^ given the larger em- 
phasis that the American society puts on equal opportunities and rights, for 
both sexes. Hexico» following more traditional patterns of child rearing < 
practices, provides differential oppo^unities for socialisation outside of 
the home* for beys, and girls. With the gir3Ls spending much more time at home 
wber« the TV' is. Consequently* ^ * 



H.; F«^l£s will i^celve television prograMoing to be more, real than 
males. / ■ ^ ' 

Grade Point Average (GPA) . Reeves^ l^^othesized'^that as intelligence increased 

, PRTV would^ecrea^e. He foimd little support for hypothesis, but he^oibserved, 

that consistently ^^S^ I. Q. scores rendered the highest PKTV means. In this study 

I.Q. scores could not be collecl;^d ' but the GPA^s of the children were.av^lable. 

Since I.Q. scores and GPA^s are \:isually highly intercorrelated , may expect 

th^t, 

Hg^, As GPA increases, PRTV will decrease. 

Functions and Gratifications From Television Viewing . The anajysid of the 
functions that the media serve to their audience has been a topic of recent coa*- ' 
cem (Blumler and Katz, 197U). 

I -r 

Past research has emphasized the importance^of the functions that television 
serves (Greenberg and DominicJc, l96ai Greenberg, l9?Ui Reeves^ 197Ui etc. ).» 

Arising from one of Greenberg^s studies (197^) with British children the 
fxmctions that have been investigated because dSf their relationship with PRTV, 
are the use of TV for relaxation, for learning and for, coiipaniohship^ * 

Reeves proceeded to try to replicate Greenherg's finding?, and found mo4*^ 
eraie support for the relationship between relaxation and PRTV, and 8omeU>etter 
su()port for the relationships between learning and companionship with PRTV. In 
this 'Study we l^jjothesizei that; ;'■ - - 

H^: As the use of TV for relascation increases, ,^RTV will increase. 

Sg: As the, use of ,TV for learning increases^ PRTV will increase, and 
' H.::* As the use of - TV for con^)anion8hip increases, PRTV will incre^e* 

Eayosurg to Television . Greenberg in his study of British children found 
that expostd*e c^related with PRTV (r ^ .20, see Reeves, 197t(,<p. 17). Greenberg 
(1972) also found that the frequenc/ of watching shows which feature black people 



in di^ferenx "roles is reXatea fcc t..« ^epc^tio.. of ssjzlLxy of, those characteri- 
xatioDS by children. - ' 

r * ** 

Beeves found that as exposure increased^ PRTV increased consistently when 
using a general oeasure of exposyr.e» although with less consisteb1^"i%en~he~u8e3 
a specific measure of exposure for content 9ateigories (blacks» famili^es^ and 
police). ^ In this' study with Hexioin children we-expect accordingly that 
^10,* ^ expcsiire to TV increases, PETV will increase. ^ , 
T}ie Influence of Significant Others , In^the sociological literat^ipe signift^p 
^cant others are concoptu^XIy defined as ''those persons who exercise loajor influence 
over the attitudes of individuals'^ (see tfoelfel and Hall^r» 1971, p. 75). It has 
been ccosistetitly ^ound that the influence of significant others is decisive in 
attitude formatidn and other behavioral aspects (Picou and Cai^bell» l^S; 0uncan» ' 
Haller and Portes^ 1968; Haller and Woelfel».1972; Hoelfel .and Hemandes^ 1972^ 
etc«)» This MOvli has usually, assumed a linear mcjdel of attitude formation (Voelfal^ 
1972 and Woelfel and Saltiel» 19757. ' ' ' ' ^ 

^ Rfeeves found that the information a child receives froro sigpific^t others 
^out the reality of television programming is positively related to the child's 
perceived reality of such content, at the three levels of abstraction that he 
Studied. It can be argued against this ^ding.that^ the Influence of signifl^ 
cant others was meastir^d as perceived by the child. However, recent evidence ^ . 



Indicates that children tend to only slightlyunderestijiiate the influence they 
receive^ft?om others (Woelfei, 1975).- Given the atoove^ £t- Is to be expected that 
in\the Hexican sample ' ' . ' * ^ 

H..: The information a child receives from significant others about 
. the reality of television.programming^ as perceived by the cbild» 
will be positively relate(i^to the child's perceived reality of 
that ,pttogrammingr. . ' >' 



THE EFFECTS OF PRTV OH AGGRESSIVE PREDISPOSITIOKS 

The present' stu<ty will attempt to clarify- the character the relatiVjnship 
between PRTV vidlepce and aggressive ^behavioral itt?8dispositions*, 

Atjcin (1971) found partial support f<yc the relation^ip of violence viewing 
to aggressive predispositions wtv3n zriedlated bjr -the perception of the violent cop- 
tent as reil. Feshbach (1972) conducted three experiments in order to fihd out, 
among other things»'if children that were presented with a violent progr^ labeled 
as real showed more subsequent aggression than children who were presented with 
a violent program labelled as fantasy* ^His e^ectatiohs were con?obarated* Thomas 
and Tell (1974) found an incrcfihent of aggression for angered/siibjects who were 
torld they watched a real 3cene of^ violence, as ^con^ared with subjects who were ; 
told they watched a fictional scene of vij^lence and^ others who didn^t^^tch any 
filmed scene at all. Wood (1974) in art exploratory experiment found a signifi-* 
cant association between PRTV and hjjrpothetical aggression* 

Greenberg (1974b) In a study with British children found a correlati(^ of 
»16 (p<.01) between items such as "The shows on TV telVabout life the w^ it 
really is^*' and ^'Sometimes a fight is a good way to settle an argument*^" Thi^' 
finding suggests one more time that the perception of TV yj^olence as real may 
contribute to the displ^ of aggressive predispositions -and .perhaps of actual 
'anti*social* behavior. To the extent that the media is considered to be a school ' 
for. real life^ one may e:$ect in the Mexican s^le that$ 

^12* perception of TV violence as real, increases, aggmssive 
, predispositions toward problem or conflict t*^s6Iution will 
■ increase* \ 



■ ' - . METHODOLOGY. • . ' > 

The^<fataS6or this stui(ty were collected during the winter df':.975 from 300 
children in two elenfenxaiy scKools in Mexico City. In order, to m^iximi'ze J3ie 
differences among responde'nts » half the respondents Here from v^t^^ low socio^ 
'economic backgrounds « and the olher half from very high socioecot^ imic status 



^fmilieS, Half of Thent were thiird graders, and the other half we^ sixth 
graders. There was a roaglily eguai nuiiiSer of boys and girls in each suMlvi- 
sion* Ages ranged frran 7 to 16 years. The questionnaires* were administered 



to entire classrooms during regular class periods. The shortest tifk of ad-^ 
ministration was of 25 minutes for the 6th gi5aders, high SES, and tb^ longest 
was of one hour aqd^O., minutes for the 3rd gi^ade3?3, low SES. ft • ' 

Variables ' ' . \ - ■ ^ 

- There were two dependent variables studied injthis projects' c) the per- 

caption of reality of TV hy the child at three-levels of abstraction^ and b) 

b . . . 
aggi?€ssiTO predispositions towards problem resolution. L^^^" 

The independent vari'^les c^sidered here were: 1) real life e)^riences 

with television content; 2) functions and gratificatieons from TV; 3) exposure 

^ / - 

to television; 4) the influence of significant others; and^S) demogx^phic vari* 

% . ' r ■ . . 

•ables (SES» 'grade in , school^ age^ sex, and QPh)* . , i 

t 

Deiiendent Measures ' ' ^ 

Perception of Reality og Television . PRtV^was measiired at three levels of 

abstraction? televisi^ in general, cot}tent areas on television, and specific 

television characters or behaviors* Since the questionnaire was adininistered 

in Spanish » the questions and scales used will be translated back , for this 

■ - ■ k I 

^reaentation., 



^All scales were pretested for adaptabdlity to the Mexican children. 



PRTV in generaj. was measured with the f oUowing^ items : 

1. ' 'People on TV shows are like people you know in real iffe.'V 

2. *'Tie same things that happen to people op TV shows can happen to 

People you know in real life." \^ * 

'3. "Tie places you-^ee on tV shows are like the places yop know in 
rear life.^ " i ' 



The three items interco3?relatecI sigi^Xficantly and they were summed to form 
an abstract PRTV index which ranged froi^i three to nine. 

For the second level of abstraction^ questions were generated for three 

/I 

content apeas^f on television programming. The /content PRTV items were: 

1. "Families on TV shoWfe are like families you know in real life."/ 

2. "The Americans that appear on TV shorn are like Americans yt>u know 

in real life." ' ^ ' / ' ^ ' 

3. "Fights on TV shows are like the fiahts you have Jieen involved in 

or you ha^e seen in real life." ' 

it 

These content areas were used because of their- availability on the Mexican 
television and because of their suitability/ for the test of the ^hypotheses gener-^ 
ated. Since'not all three items. intercorr^lated significantly , ^t h^s decided 
to stu^ each content categpry separately. 

The £^3p6nse <lategories accompanying these questions were the same ones 
used for I3ie items iri-the abstract PRTV ^ndex: That's true» I don*t know, iand 
That's not trira. / \ 

At the last level of abstraction ^RTV wa^ mfeasured for six specific cha^ 
acters or behaviors on TV. Two of these characters? or *behaviors were included 



fbr each of the three content ar^as s 



The qupstions for Specific families were; 



I 

reified above ^ 



^The conteirt areas used by Reeves were blacky'^eoplej policemen^, and families. 
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• " ' -10- . > ■• ' 

^ ' i. ^*Do you think That the family in 'Hogar Diilce Hogar*. is like the 
families you Jcnow in real /Life?" * . ' 

■ "2. ^Do you* think that the Partridge, faii^ly is like the families you 
know in real life?'! 

The questions for specific Americans Mer6t 

'1. "Do you think that Tony B3ake, *The Magician* ife like the Americans 
, , yod )cti6w in,jeai life?" 

**£o you think that tie children in 'Faiaily Affair' are-iike Aniericad 
children in real lifjf?" 

' And the questions for specific fights were: ^ * / 

. i . ' > ^ , ' 

1. "Do you think that the fights on 'Mission Impossible' are Ixke itbe 

fights you have b^en in or you have seen in real life?" « 

2. "Cq ypu think that I3ie fights on 'l^raii^ive-oV ^ like the fights ■ 

you have been in or you haye seen in real life?" ^ , - * 

, ' , , f * 

thef -possible responses to the six questions w^re: yes^. I don^t. know* and 
. no. shotrs were selected according to an ^xploratoxy questionnaire .using as 
,criteria exposure arid suitai>ility to the content areas. Tlife average number 'of 
children who watched each of the nine shows w^^09» or 77%^ of tb^ total nusiber 
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of respondents. 



Aggressive Predispositions towards Problem R^olution t This ."wai^^th^ 
dependent variable in this study>. It was operationali^d in two w^s^ the'first'. 
being a measure of predispositions towa3rds problem resolution^ and the second a 
maasut^ of self-report of involyem^t" in fights. , , ^ 

' The first operationalisation was borroifed f^pom Leif errand,. Roberts - 
oQd adapted to the (iexican children after pretest. The iteii» consist jof situa- 
tions in, which the child m^y fitkd himself his everyday life » aii^ sev<£t»al'' , - 
possible modes of conflict resolution a» giv^ to him to choose fro^. Th^;^ " 
situations that .remained in the final set were as follows: 



> ; ■ *This figure^'is, idehtt<S|l Xo Reeve3-' , \ - / ^ ^ ^-^^f 



^*Yqu are waUcing down the street. A< child is mad ypu: He 
comes and hits yoy- Tfcat do you'dc?'* ; . 

2* *'You see "aial; somebody is stealing your sandwich. You catch him. 
What do you do?" / , 

3. ''You are waitings' in line, to dritiJc water. Soipebody come^and pushes 
you. What do you ^?*' 

**. "Somebody Is tilling stories ^d>out you behind your backT You notice 
it; You see him affce^e s^cfiool What' do you do?" 

5. "When ypu are leaving -school you see. two children hitting your best 
friend* What do you do?" 

The responses that the children 'ccald indicate fell into either physical 

aggression, withdrawal; or denounce categpries. The items were taken into con- 

sideratiot) only when the physical aggression response was used. 

" * ' \ ' 

Since all the items correlated signjfficantly with each other, an index of 

physical aggressivy predispositions was formed by adding the responses to all 
five items, and it ranged from O to 5* Th^ second operation^dization of ag- . 
gressive predisppsltions was "How of ten. do you get into Rights?" and tiie re- 
sponse categories were many times, sometimes^ almost never, and never* The 
correlation between tlie two fifeasures was v ^ .2^ (p<.Q5)* - ^ 

Independent Measures - \ , * 

Realbtife Experiences with TV Content . TWo' questions were ^jenerated, for 
each of the three content areas* The questions with respect to real^life ex-,, 
.periences with fapilies were ; - 

1. '*How o^en do you play with your fie^iends in their homes?" 

■ ^ * '\ ' ' 

. 2. '*How often do you talk to the families of your friends in their homes?** 

For real life experience with Americans the questions weM^ - . 

a.V VHow often do you see* Americaiisrin real life,?** (not on' TV) , ' 



**. "How often do you talk 



to Americans?** . ' , 0,r * ^ 

'3 \ 



For real life experience? with figKts the following qtestlons were used: 

5. "How often do you see people fighting in real life*!?' (laot on /TV) / 
. 6., "How often do you get into fights?" 

In response* the. children were to indicate: many tijoe^y sometimes, allDO^t 
never and never. Each pair pf items- for each area of experi^ence correlated signif- 
icantly and an index of experience was for^oed for each pair of items by sutnming ^ 
them* . , 

It should be noted that item 6 is the same one utilized for the self-report 
of engagement in fights, and, it was not correlated or otherwise analyzed, with 
itself or with an index containing it. /. - 

Functions and Gratifications Frcro TV . Three items were used for measuring 

each of these uses or functions of television:, relaxation, learning and coo-^ 

pahionship. For relaxation , the items used wc^re: 

^ 1. "How often do you watch TV in order to be tranquil?*' 

2. **How often do -you watch ly. in order to calta down when, you are in 
a temper?'^ . 

- 3. '*Hbw often do you watch TV because it's a nice wa^ to^rest?" 

The items used for learning were! 

tf. "How often do you "watch TV- for finding out about the things that 
happen in the world?" 

5. "How often do you watch TV in order to learn how to behave?'*'' . 

6. "How offen do you watch TV in order to learn things about yojurself?" 
: For companionship th^ following ^are the items that were used: 

7. "How often do. you watch TV because it*s liJce a real friend for you?" 

8. "How often dd you watch TV in order not to be alone?", - 

9. "How often do you watch TV *rtien there is nobody to taUc to or to 
play Hith?"^ ' , * ' 

15 ' * 



Theser iMms are adapted VariatJofts of the items used hy Reeves and. by 
Greenberg {1974}. The pos^ib^'e responses were: always many t^es, sometimes,, 
and never* The ^ree itenis for each of 1^ function^ intercorrielated si^dfi- 
cantly and an index was fonned 'for each which could range ftom 3 to 12 « ^ 

Exposure to TV * Expoeurfe to-TV was measured in two. different ways* first, 

' ^ ' * ' ' - * *■ 

the children wepe adlced^to put a check next ^o «the names of the shows they 

watched **every week Qr alJDOSt every week" on a list of 22 programs, which ex* 
eluded the shows referred to in .th^ reali;ty measures* The mean number of shows 
checked was 1^ with a standard deviation of 

The Second measure of exposu^^e was the shows in the content, areas* The 
children were asked to indicate whetiier they watched each^ of the six shows al- 
most every^week, sometiiaes, or never* An Index of specific exposure was formed 
to fit ^he abstract PRTV Index, ^y addihg xsip the scores ^d the resulting range 
was fron 0 to 12* Tor comparability, with each of the content areas three -sub- 
indexes- were created: onejfor families ,,9ne for Americans, and one for exposure 

to fights*' The exposu3?e, items were also used individuaUy for cofoparability 

in'.''' 

witli the PRTV of each of. the shows* ^ ' - * \ 

*The Influence of Significant Othei:*s * i The composite influence^ of inter*per- 
s.onal source^ on the. per<:eption of jreality C% the child , was , assessed witii two 
measures: an appi^oxlinate ihe^jure of interaction vil^ others about specific TV 
characters, and the bias ^f ,the interactions about the*reality of the characters 

' ' - ^ ' "'^ -< ^ v' ^ . ' ^ : ' ■ ' 

A child could^nieiltipn interactions with all^ some, or nonp of the following: 
friends, leather or father, and/or brothei^ or sisters* If the child reported 
4ntei?actions with at least one source, she/he was asked to report his average 
perception one i^ther h^ thought the source^or sources believe that the char* 
acter (or behavior} is like its real*life counteripart* - The b^as question .pould 



' bt ansverM with'a ves» X don*t know» or no* The number of sources* was cruXtiplled 

■ * * # 

£iy t^e bias to^ render etxx index of the inf^Menc^e of sigoificant^ others that ranjged 

frciA%?,t6 +3; Positive sc^ea. atte^ that the inforroation ^the child receives is 

in favw\of tJie reality of what she/he watches. Indcxfts Were created to match .the 

PRtV-ineasures* ' ■ ^' ^ - ^ ' * 

, Demd^phics . The Vigli SES children, were -characterized by thfe fact that 

their parents paid approximately $60 a month for, tuition. The low SES children 

went to a public school where no tuition was paid. About ten patient of these 

chil^n*did not wear shoes, acd the school was located in an industrial ,mc«a 

of the tfity.v . ^ 

' * ■ . ■ ' s * ^ . 

The GPA of the childreti was their average gcade for the school year.l374T 

, - * s ' ' 

137&», as reported the :teacher in charge of each group of > children^ The school 
tests^on which the GPA is based» is uniform for a3^ schools in the country* , 

Th^ children were also requested to report* their age and sex. Their gr^de 
in school was recorded. . - • ' " ■ ' 



^ RESULTS ' ' ' ^ 



^he results of this studtjr will be presented in the order of the hypotheses * 
propdsed. \his will be followed by the presentation of the results, of a multi* 
variate analysis of the data. • 

1. Real tdfe Experiences with iy Content . ^This hypothesis states a curvi- 
linear type of relationship between PRTV and* real life experiences with TV con^* ^ 
tent. In ordo* to test this hypothesis Eta cori«latipn coefficients were con^ute^! 
and F tests for deviation from j^in^arity^^btained j(for conputln^ formulas, see 
Blalock I7r., 1972» p* Vl2). A relationship was considered to deviate signifi- 
»c«ntly from lineirdty if aii F v^ciue^fes significant at ptf.OS, and would th*n 



warrant further exainination thrcu^ a scattergpam. Since from all the relation- 
ships only one^ was .foi4Tid to signif icantiy deviate from linearity, no further 
examination was 4one,* and this hypothesis is consequratiy rejected* 

I Pearson correlation coefficients were also obtained ^or , these two variables, 
but among *ten correlatipns only three were statisti^^ally significant in the di- 
^ rection opposite to that hypotaftsized by Reeves:, ti*e inore re^l life experiences 
with TV content, the less PRTV* ' WitS^erican and Mexican children, then,'*no 
'consistent i;^lationship has been f^und between reality perceptions of TV and 
their counterpart in real life,* . - 

2. The Level of Abstraction for the Referent 6n TV ** Children were' asJced - 
to report theii^ reality/ perceptions at ^tfiree levels of abstractions a content* 
free level, coijtei^ areasy and specific cliaracters orliebaviors* The abjitract/ 

P9TV index rendered a mean of 2*28, •the average of the laeans for the, content PRTV 

% ' ' . . ^ \ * ' 

items WES' 2^23^ and the average ^fc^ the specific items was 1*96* The trend of 

the me^atis is opposite to that found by,IteevW,w|l:^ his American sample, and con-^ . 

trary to the hypothesis of this stu<^^ }(n^ai££lya£s of variance repe^ed sbeasures 

Vas conducted on the d^ta and ^ significant F ratio was found* - Sf^heffe tests 

r-v^ . > ' ' , . . i * ^ W^i' . : ' ' ' - ■' 

J ' «fere conducted fjpr. a*^postiet>iori con^arisonsw* '^%e, specif jL'c ine^sures *^r^\fqi^id . 

, ' : , \ \ \t \ - 

to be in the average J^i^i£i&antly lower ^tHan the '^aver a^e of the cot^^ent',:];^^ . 
sures ^^^nS tihfe aj)str^ct.FitTV, index^ the^ being h> diff^:^nce betwe^en these last^.,^ 
^- two*. For coj^arison pui^>06e^, the means of s^j|lar loeasures. of PRTIC^used by 



Reeves and in this study are presented* * 



/ \ -|texic^. Children^^ ' American Children 
1 . ■ . ^ ' (-TO^enny) ^' (Reeves) 

Abstract -P^,]iidex-—*:-r^ r — 6.7$*-: ^ ^..„5.8o' \ 

Contfenir PprV Index — --V-i-$v87* ^ 6*71 - ' * 

' Specific PJtTY ^ndex^--™^'-**^"'?*^'!^' :-^>*.--^5,8JB*^T--«"-r~ — ^—7^17 

Content PRTV FaiidUes-«™--*-r — 2*137— — ^ 1*^^^^ 

FRTV of Families itt the Partridge Family-r ;:.2*'31^-^-^-"r-"; Tr-2*3i ' 

' ' -,* ' ' * ' , . n 



^Multiplied by three for comparabili^* ' ' 
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* ' ' ' 

i 

\ As the results discussed above indicate* the* patterns df absolute means . 
bel^feen the two studies are quite different. The mean obtained here for the 
abaftract index most closely paraUels what Keeves obtained fo^;' the specific 
PRTV index; the reverse is true for the specific PRTV index 6btai5jed h«?e and 
Seeves* abstract PRTV index. The content index and the family content meast^s 
ax^ vex7 sinllar in absolute levels the two studies', as .Is the specific 

'\ . : ' ■ 

fSnily show reality measure. 

Detpographics \ , ^ \ 

3. Socioeconomic Status (SES) . Table 1 presents the t values found for 
l^e mean differences in PSTV between the high and low SES children. , In order 
to confirm this hypothesis positive t values are required iince the high SES 
childx^n were expected to perceive less reality oh TV than their counterparts. 



Table 1 ^About Here 



By :exataining the pattern of predicted significant findings^^ one can obsei^e 
that t^ absWact PETV index behaved as expected^ as weU as the .items that dealt 
with PRTV of fights both in the , content and in the specific categories for both 
ehows*^ The results for content PRTV families and' Americans , as weU the 
specific shows in* those categories exhibit contradictory tradendes or trends 
contrary to those expected. In generaX^ this hypothesis received partial Bup- 
port with Mexican chil4ren. Reeves* lade of support may be attri^ted to the 
h(^TOgeneity>f his American sample. ^ 

.4. Grride in School . Children in the sixth' grades were expected to be ^le 
to discount fantasy representations more than the third graders. Seven out of 
tm % tests in Table 1 are significant in the hypothesized direction, and the 



hypothesis can be said to-bave received support in general. An unexpected.r?- 
versal was encountered for the abstract PKTV index. The content PRTV of Americans 
as well as the PRTV bf Antericans in the show 'Tamily Affair^' were not significantly 

different by grade in school* These results are vevy similar to Hiose obtained . 

ft ' • 

by Reeves* 

U*. Age* Negatiye correlatiian coefficients are required to confim tJiis * , 
hypothesis* In Table 1» nine coefficient? are in Jbhe hypothesised direction 
and Seven are statistically^s^^nificant, the conflation between age and the ^ 
abstract PRTV index is significant but in the direction opposite to that hy-' 
pothesized* In general^ the tiypothesis is confirnilbd^ and age a^d gra^e in- 
school can be said to have behaved similarly^ in>the prediction of PRTV, ^ 

■ ' . ' ' ' ' / " ' " 

5* . Sex . Females were elected to peirceive more reality on TV than males* 
However the results on Table^ indicate that with one exception* content PRTV 
lainilies* there are no differences between the two sexes* * Ttils finding is con- 
sistent across both th& Mexican and tiie American samples'* ^ 



6* GPA* As indicated on Table l»*five out of the ten correlations are 
significant in the direction of the hypothesis. The better the children do in 
■school the less th^ perceived TV in general,^ content TV figbt9» and specific- 
fights as well as the family^in the show Hogir Pulce-Hbgar to :be real* However; 
the higher the GPA of the child « ^the more he perceived .the children in Tamiiy 
Affair to be like American children, in real life* In sum* th^ hypothesis has 
received partial support and[^the findings are compatible with those of Reeves* 

Functions and Gr^if i^ationst lY^cm Television 4 

: .j^ ■ , ■ . ^ ^ 

The Pearsbn product moMnt correlations that test the Hypotheses ifith rey 

< / ^ ^ 

spect to the functions that TV.serVes are all found in Table 1* Positive^ cO" 
efficiently confirm tiie hypotheses proposed* 



V 



-7. The ttee of- TV fta? Relaxation . Only three out of the ten uwn?elatipiiS" 
obtained are significant. In genera^.^ th^ hypothesis is rejected in favo^/of 
the null» and tit can')^ said that as the use of TV for relaxati<^ £hcreaded» 
PRTV did not change except 1)d the cases of families In content areasV of the 
family in The Partridge Fajidly* and in the ,case of the :^ghts on Mission 
possible. AltJiough the resoifs are not very different ^from Reeves: » he int«r- 
preted his results as being partial confirtnation of the hypothesis^ hoffever it 



cdn be sai"d^tnat Wig Tiexican and the Am erican . children were not very different" 
in their apf^r^ciation of ,TV reality^with respect to theirjiise of the set ftor 

relaxation: it doesnH make much of a difference. ^ 

' ' - , ^ 

. S. The Use of TV for Lefaming. Seven^^sitive significant copj^elatioos 



cbnfixm 1ihis hypothesis in general for every measure of PRTV except those items 
related to the reality of Adueriians on TV which «hbw ncTKlationship wiHi the 
use of TV for learning. The moi% the child watches TV for learning^ tiie more ^ 
likely he is to perceive TV in ^neral» families and^ight$» bath in content 
areas and with respect to specific chai^acte;rs or behaviors^ as realistic. Simi- 
lar support w^ founi by Reeves with hi|^U. sample. 

9. The Use of TV for Cbropanionship .. Five out of the ten coefficifents are 
significant and two more are very close' to, being statistically significant. The 
hypothesis is considered ta be at l^st partially oonfirme^. Notably» as in th« 
case"x>f leaiming» content PRTV of Americans and the PRTV of Americans in two 
shows» exhibit little or'no relationship yith companionship.^ Also specific 
PRTV bf families in Hogar Dulce Hogar^.^and specific PRTV of fights on Mission 
Impossible shpw little or no relationship vith the use of TV for companicniship. 

The use^ of TV for coropanionahif^, related to the perception of TV in 
general as real,»- ^^th the ?KtV o^ families and fights in content areas» and 



the PRTV of. families and fights in. The Cartridge Family and in Hawaii Five-0» ^ 
respectively. These results are alSo consistent across the American and Mexican 
samiples • ' 

10. Exposure . Under the heading of ^'Exposure*' the correlation coefficients 

, that test the hypotliesis are pr^sen-i£ed in Table 1. There werc^ tvo measures of 

exposure usred»one general consisting of ^2 shows» and the other specific con** 

sisting of shows in the content areas. For the general measure of exposur$» 

five out of the ten correlations were found to be statistically significant. 

Xt^s to be noted that the measure of exposure to 22 shows is consistent in 

th£^lpredictipn.jof thfe PRTV of fights» since, the correlations with content PRTV 

fightf^^j^d with the PRFV of fights in Mission Impossible and in. Hawaii Pive-0 

wei:^ all significant. Hith respect to fai^lies^ tbe saae can be said with the 

exception of the PRTV^ of The Partridge Family. 

In the case of ^jeL.measurl^'o^.,exposure to specific shows in the content 

areas» out o^ tlie t^^^^irelatlbns t^re^lrere found to be significant vitii: ^ 

the PRTV of families in^the content ^?ea» the PRTV of families. in The Partridge 

— ■ ■ ■ 

Family^ and with the PRTV of Americans in l^piily Affi^ir. ' ' 

Across the two measures of exposure^ only the relationsHjlp* with the PRTV' 

of families in the content arj&a* seems to hold. In all ot^er cases the genial 

index of^exposure to 22 shows and th^ measures of specific expostire do not agree 

in theiV association'with PRTV. . . . ■ " - " 

^The hypothesis that the more the child watches TV the mor^ he perceives it 

to be real is pwtially supported in the cs^ of the general exposure ihdex» 

and rejected in the case of the speci^c measures of exposure to the six shoifs 

in the content areas^. The ir^sults with respebt to tlie general exposure Index . 

are congruent with Reeves S but not so with respect to the spe^^^ic measures 

which held for the American ^children but, not for the Hexican ones. 
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11. The Ipfluepce of Significant Others (ISO) . Tafcle 1 contain* jero-order 
conrelatioAs that test the prediction that as the amount of Influehce by signif* 
leant others with, respect to thA reality of TV increases*, the PFTV of the child 
_ will increase . ^mu^^.^,^ 

SevfBD of the ten correlations are significant and generally quite high in 
the predicted direction. The correlation of ISO about fainilies With content 
PHTV^families fell short of significance. The^dex of all ISO when correlated 

-"with the abstract PRTV index yielded an insignificant coefficient. Finally » 
the index of the addition of the ISO of the two family shows showed no ^lation^ 
ship with the PETV of' families in the content area. These results axe rraarjc-^ 
ably similar to those found with the American sample. At the specific levels 
the relationships were the highest fdund in the study^^ while at the content 
and abstract levels the resists ^fi^e uniTopressive. The congruency of both^'t^. 
studies is hijghly su^estive^ but one must bear^in mind that In neither stu^' 
any atteropt was made' to chedc the children's perceptions of the influence re-" 

^ceived against the report of their sources of interperscmal influence. The ' A 

^ ; 

hypothesis is" conafidered to be supported. ' ^ : > " 

' ^12; -The Effect of Perceiving Television Vicae^^» as Real on Aggressive ' ^ 
Behavioral Predispositions . In order to test this hypothesis the following 
indepen^nt variables were conside^e^ content PRTV fights^ and PRTV fights in 
two specific^showSf namely* Mission Iiopossible and Hawaii Five*-p. The dependent 
variables were th^ ihdex^^ physical aggressive predispositions toward problem ' 

resolution; and the' self*x^p<irt of th^' freijuency of the child^s engagement in ' 

- 

physical. fi^ts. >^ ■ " 

To test this hypothesis* ^ero-order correlations, were computed between the 
independent and the de|>endent variables.* The associations fotind rangied from -.1^ 
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to .11. The only significant corpelation was between the iiijdex of physical ag- 
gressive pT*edisposii:ions and the P?TV\of Hawaii Five-0 (r ^ -.16> p».05)» iut 



it was in the opposite direction to tti^t anticipated. Vhen the danographic 



tllat 

variables Wet>e statistically controlled for» t^e correlation dropped from -.16 , 
to -.09 and became non-significant. When the sanm control was carried gut for 
the rest of the relationships > they remained low and non-rsignificant. 

When 9onsidering FRTV as an intervening variable between exposure to violence 
on TV and aggressive predispositions » conditional zero-order correlations were 
computed. All possible coc&inations between the measures of exposure witii those 
,of aggressive predispositions by PRTV of f^ght were tried» and no consistent 
pattern^ emerged. An equal number of significant c^orrelations was found between 
exposure and aggressive predispositions at all three ^levels of the iiieasures;;.of 
'PRTV.*'/ Mot true, don*t knlw^-and true. Ei^t correlation coefficients we*e oK"^ u 
tajtoed at each level PRffV> and three coeffi'cieirtst were signifi<?ant at each" 
level. ; * ' * * ^ - 

The hjrpothesis ^at as PRTV of violence increases^ Aggressive predispositions 
will increase Is rejected in fa^pr of the null» in this non-replicative part of 
^the study. * , ^ . ^ 

Hultivariate Analysis ^ 

Multiple regression analysis was^usisd i^ order to identify key predicted 
of the different PkTV tmeasures.^ The ^findlnjgs ituinnarisied in Table 2. 

Table 2 Hhoixt Here 

For the abstract and the .content PRTV measures^ the multiple ctstrelatlons 
accounted for an averag<» of about 10\ pf the variance. This i^ aljnost the same 



average found vitii %he American sample. ^ The amount of' variance accounted for 
in tJia specific ^RTV measures for individual shows of about one foupth-i 

*Ttiift result is also similar to Reeves*, although his specif ic ineasures were 

• ' t/ ' ' ' ' . ' * 

-«ti^tly better accounted for (al>out one third of the total ^variance). 

Tb« predictor variables that account for most of the variance in the dif* 
ferent PBTV measures in a persistent fashion 1) the influence of signifi** 

cant otiiers, 2) grade in ^sciiool and age, and to a lesser extent the 3) CPA of 
thf^ children , and the use ,of TV for companionship. ^ ' 

Reeves^ with his U.S. sanrple found that the significant contributors that 
accounted for most of the variance were: interpersonal influence, age, general 
exposure to TV, and companionship. 

Across the Mexican and American studies, the influence of significant oth^ 

! ■ ■ " 

grade in school, an^d the use of TV for conqpanibnsjbip are persistent in enabling 
the prediction of PRTV to some extent, witii a reduced number of variabl«Si Host 
of the other independent variables could be deleted without much loss in pre- 
dictive power. • * 



The data in tiiis^studychas contributed t6"^he replicative validation of 
th« determinants of the perception of reality of television (PRTV) in a d^fer- ^ 
ent cultural setting. It is of definite intet*est to observe the regularity 
the findings between a U.S. sample of children and a Mexican onei The differ^ 
mdi^ found are as important as the similarities, and ^ey deserve^ special he^^ 
sideration since they; may throw some light on the relationships between culture 
and information processing of childreni ' 

The innovative part of t|iis study, t^ich attempted to encounter a relation- 
ship between the perception of reality of television violence by childreT) and 
aggressiva behavioral ^^dispositions remained inooiiclusive. _ ^ . 



^ Table. 3 sum&arlzes irhe regularities anq, dissimilarities betweeiy the Mexican 

and UiS/ studieSi Two variables consisteptl^ sbcmd no association/ hetveen tbem* 

' -** ' , ^ ' " * 

slvei>and PRTV, namely real life experiences With TV content and sex. the most 

plausible explanation tor the lack of a consistent relatic»i9hlp between real life 

experiences witii TV content and PRTV may be tt\t one offteAd by, Reeves .,«nd by : 

Greenberg and Reeves CiS7i*, p. 22), that "the standai;?d of judgjueri^^ used may well . 

be the fictional presei^tation , against which the true-torlife onjb is being 

weighed." (^sequently, the iyp§ of information that the child' uses as a 

standard for comparison, whether symbolic oi? "real" experiences, should be 

determined before m^ing specific predictions with regard to the expec^ted be^ 

havior of the relationship between reaj. .Uf e e^riehces and TV representations 

AJl30» some caution^ should be exercised in interpreting results derived from tmt 

questionnaire items th^t might notthave tapp.ed the wide rang«t of experiences of 

the child. ' . " * , 

4 

Table 3 About Here ^ < 



With respect to se::, it is specially notictsable th^t no diffierehces were 
found in two diffier»ent cultures with regard to the same» or very similar*- mea- 
sures of PIOT. The explanation fob^tf^is opcu]?rence may be that socialization 
practices for the sexe§,^d9^d across the two cultures* do not diff«?entully 
affect the way ii^ which children evaluate the v^a^ty^f TV programniiig* at ^I^H^/ 
« least tp the highest age of children studie3l herei As inf^ts their treat- ^ 
^ itont and. the rules' undet^which they are raisej^jpay^j^ substantially differT 
Adolescents' or adults m^ still shoic ,di£feref&<^a in PRTV according to their 
sex* since the social climate surrounding the^*is expected to be mor^ defini^ 
tively different » especially in a cmmtry like HefxlpA^ For exai!f»le» the 
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jSencej^tbe use of television 



. evaltiation of th« reality of soap^operas by adoleaient or ajluit males ani^ fraales 
^ is expected to dif^r< 

Several incongrutncie^er^ f otmd. i>«tHeen th^tvo studies. Ifiu'ksd differ^- - 
ences w^re'observiid for ithe relationship of PltTJ^with t^e l^ve^ of^abstraction 
for the referent of te»vlsion\ SES^ intej 
relaxation , and specific e» 

Seevea found that as t^e >tferent>/& television ¥int from th«.absti«c'j 
to the fiAOre concrete, PKTV increased; In this study. the relationship not 
' did not hold but some reversal was observed* The pore concrete the refereni 
the less PRrv,^w£th the two highest levels of abstraction showing no difference- 
between thtinselves^ T^is difference *of findings may ve£^ be a function of the 
*, ahows inquired about, the referents of concern (families^ AMr^tans,,and fights), 
or the cultural background of i;he respondents, or a' <^i&bination of these .factprs* 

: / \ ' ' 

; ' Possibly, the- lack of diff^nce between t^e, two higher levels of abs^^ction 

' } ' "' V 

can be attributed to the fact i*at they were defined rpriori l>y the reaeardfietr* 

In tiying to intexi)ret^ the ^fferehces in reaults\ we obaerve,that the specific 

... » - ^ * "* ■ , , 

shd9is*4?4H^^:^^^'^ Kith. one exception, of , foreign oi'ig^ ijto, the Mexican ^ 
children. These specific shows night have been eraluated with respect to the ' ^ 
Kexitian television in general, which , in the , average may contain ni6re ^elements 
thst the Mexican -children can iselate to.' So ^af a -more absti^act le^l .the. ... ; 
Mexican children were more likely to mdorse^'the abstract and coiotent, PRTV, , 



items to a greater extent « 



SES in the preaent study ^d make, a difference wi^ respect t'o ^tiie per*- 
ceptions of ^slity of TV progri»^g, ,Gdntrary to Reeves' lacfc'd^^^dii^reiices^ 
but consiiftMt with past i;>Meiurob.' the explimatlon for thi« ba4 .a^a*^ l^M^ ' 
offwad tiy^RMyeif . . H* tukMctftd that-'.i||id^ of dl^ikxwic** yas dut to tlif ^n^e^t - 
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of well difffTttDtiated subean^les idth respoct to socioeconoalc status in his 
8«pla. The subs«mples In thp Kexicart stutfy were mil differentiated » the/ . 
actually reppesented eKtremes along the continuw of social class. ^ 

It was in general found that the better the childpen did in.school^ the 
note they tended to consider ti^^t TV ddes not reflect real life. Givsen thp '.. 
typical hi^ association between GPA add intjalligence we can say that this 
finding is contrary to the, U.S. one» which although in the }^ypothesi2e& di- 
rection* was not significant. Reeves* result's can be explained-*!^ the fact 
that he could only gaUier XQ scores for, half of his san^le^ where there were 
no sco3^es for the oldest diildren. Children that are better equipi^d. intellec- 
tually tend to discount as fantasy what they watch in TV fiction. At this point 
I Bhould men^on a result out of thja realm of this stutfy but of potential Im-^y 
portance and concern^^the^correlation coefficient between GPA and SES was 
(p<.001). . 1 ^ 

^For the relationshii^^^ the funt^tion of, relakation of TV and Pl3^ 

sui>port was found with the !J#5. sample^ but nek with the ifexican one. It /S^iems 



to %t that this function is an underlying one that accompanies all o^etf reasons 
fee ^atchii^ teievislc^» and it'becbmea one seemingly obvious *iiiptiv|e 'f^ watch-' 
ing television as a socially acceptable response » in the case of tbe^llexlcen 

sam^le^ In fact» in this studjf» the standard deviation^ for the distril>utl« 

- ' ^ ^ ' ' / ' 

of this funistipn was ^the lowest of all three functions investigated (2.07 

2.21 and 2.31); , - . - ■ . 

. In the case of specific exposiirib, the fact^ that Reeves used tjiree shows 

,ih each content area as ctinpared to two In t^is stutfy^ may explaln^ the differ-* 

em; results to some extent. He tapped a, wider range of exposure to TV» and ' - 

c^sequently ':his' neasur^^tlld be esq^cted to vary norei Specific e)iposur«^ 



in the cut of the Hexican children might not, have reflected tbe kind o^synbolic 
expeplence that tiie children iise ev^xtatins the reality of a show or a set of 
tben^.^f' CQVpared with a lairger set of prjpgraw* 

The^act that the influence of slgDificant others Was .one of the beat pre* 
dlcta»» oo9iaistently across both studies » deserves ^irther ^nslderation* The 
i^eaults anf quite straightfortfard if In fact 'the perception of the ISO by the 
child reflects the actual litflueiide exercisjid over him. The issue that^rtoains 

-^to'be resolved is whether tfaa children in a projective aot do reflect the in-^ 
flwince of their significant others to be consistent with their ofm views « If 
such is the cade» these results mny not be meaningful* Hovever» if the children 
do try to^estlnate the influence 'diey receive instead of simply projecting -their 
own perceptions^ we have an> even nfbre powerful tool than the direct report 
of significant others wi'di respect to their Influence over a child. ^ Jhe way . 
we perceive' tbe messages Is what theoretically should influence behavior^^ ^d * 
not the message as intended by. the source. 

The irregul«riljl<is . across both studies » and within the studies ^are sugge** 
tive« It may provj& m£>re fruitful to study individual typi^ $f^-referenta Xev%*v 
f»llles» Americans^ figbltf^ etc*) in indlyl^ual shows with respect to ?KrV/ - 
rather than speak of PRTV too geiwrally* Th^ dimensions ^that a dkild uses for 
evaluating; the realil^ of TV m^ yaxy from^how to show* ^^,jc^ferent of relevr 

^ ance in talking about PRTV jcan in its .own Hght constitute the unlit of analysia» 
fcr wamplm^ the ?RTV of violence onl^» and what 1^: that makes it pr<ijdlctable ' 

from certain indep#hdent verifies* Some unique characterlatics m^ be uno^Md 

, ^ * -k * * * ' * ' ' ' 

lAicli nuqr then seim^ ftf^ geniratln^; a -^leory -with a stronger explanatbi^ poiWv 
The time dimension (Gordob» 1^973)» the context of the vlolfacs; the IdentlTica^ 
"tion of 1^ child Kith a Chara^teri etc*^ co<^iMfe^l<m «f the abd^ £y ^ 



explain Mxked differences in prediction.; .Global apivrofaeh^ like tiiis one^^ mqr 
be profitable in an e}(ploratciy stose sinqe sew of tbe/yarlance bas been ex- , 
plained by significant contributors (average = 19%). Homver» the study of tbe 
determinants of more specific #KTV issues^ in detail^ can be Hit best follbir-\^. 

For tile non^replicatisre part or rt)ils study^ cultural differences nay account ^ 
for lack of reXatioQ^ip between PRTV ^tod aggressive predispositions* 

Ke don'tr know to what extent tbe HexicaB culture approves of certain types 
of aggressive acts in con^arlson to Anglo-Saxon cultures* However^ we may ex* 
pect more tolerance for certain aggressive acts. The types of behavior attended 
to B» tapped in this study i^sy simply not represent anti-social actS:) and con- 
sequently find that tbe children^ regardless of their CRI^f" violence^ q^mifest 
what we, call ag^reWive predlspd^lions. Petfiaps the use of more extreiii ag* ^ 
jressive options might have better dlf ferentl^ed those children lAto believe 
thtt TV violence is real. This is assuming that they would answer accbrd^g 
to their true predispositions. The actual observatioh of the aggressive behavior 
of thf cbildi^n» as defined in their own culture^ might hanre been the best measure 

The relative success achieved in this study in p^dicting. jthe perceg>tiP¥^ of ' 
reality of television is enpftasisced^^siifce a replication in ,a different culture 
'has given generality to som o^ the findings. 

tbe inoongruencies found suggest that more spetcif ic attempts be made tQ 

■* ^ ' ' ' ' ■ ^ / ■ 

study PRTV. Goncantrated efforts in one' specific typai t^f show r paying closer 

attention to other possible intervening variolas that may^ mediate PBTV could^ 

beCfirtdtf^l^ e*g. » 'id#|itiflcation wit^ a character* ^ 

Future endeavorflT should atteiipt to^t^p cultural variables that may, p^Siny, 

th« dif ftoenoes. and slmllaritiM in th« pr*dlct«biUty of P 0P apgr .^'^er; 



^TOlable fcfT that ^9att•P. iMs ntu^ defi9i-tely suBfertd froa the lack of eii^. 
iiiftoreation, , - - * , 

Closer scrutinjr of iSie^lcinds of e^erlences that a child has in bis; eo^iroQ- 
vent 1^ lead to a better predictability of the way in which the child interprets 
what he sees on tiie tube. The c^imulative effect of ^^continuous ^^Kpc«ure to tele* 
vision may also d^tsermine how new synd>olic infoxmation is processed. One. kind 
of ^experience that the child undergoes, is the .influence of his significant otb^. 
In tiiis stu^» such inflyence^ as reported by the child has, shown^ to be a 'strong^ 
' determinant of the way in which the child decodes tiie messages :that tiie mdia 
offers. More definite evidence is needed that shows whether su<^ ^nflueifce.]^ as 
reported by the child or by- the significant others themselyes:;^^ in effect a 
principal determinmt. ~^Ij^thi^ is the case» parents .and te^idieiS would be the ^ ^ 
targets of attention by tiiose who are in charge of setting poliqy pri&kttM. 

The determination of the dimensions on which children evaluate lAe. reali')^ 
Qdg^«television is a further topic for considerationf Is reality evaluated along 
a tine .diinensicn? An effectiveness one? Or is r<»aJtity^on television Evaluated 
at all* as a spontaneous activity of the .child?' i , 

If thje child does not spontaneously evaluate the ideality or iudce beliero , 
of what be sees* then he may not use such infcjrmatixjn^for^^ttitt^^ forwatics^t O 
aiid for subsequent behavior. I ' 

In t:hiif study* -no consistent evidence was found for a relationship betwem 
the perception of rpality of TV violence and aggreitsive pi»disppsition?>^,. It - 
be in fact that PRTV i^^^o^an issue of consideration by the child* It 

nay be that other variables should be explpi^d which may interact with it for 

. ' * '. ^ • > ■■ ' ^ \ . \ . ^ - . ' 

rendering the behavioral effects we hypothesised. Justificatiort may be one , ^ 

such variai>^e.. If what i8-^«»n/bn 1^ is .mt c^ly reai;J>ut' justiHed* then it 

iMw te, accebtable fpi* iaitatidh.' • , • - * >J 



Otbto effecta'of PftTV should i>e, exp}^^av ^-hel^|^ -bcb^yio^ etdianceii ] 

when belping on TV is per^ived toJw z^ali&tic^ Do»1ike sax'rales pQrtrM:0d 

. ' .fr ^^^^ * ^r^^' ^ '\ 'r \ ' 

6b tflevisfoD, flben perceiveii as real,% E^wDptje, stereo^ing, 6f i«iiivior of, 

#op #xai^le» mfiLies and femaies? 3^ the'male sup^se to ie % ''micho?"^ , Is .TV; ' . ^ 

coatribjuting to a *'ojaIe' or^ **£eraale' behavior, loediafed perhaps by PJSTV? Bcjrs . 

and girls may perceive TV to be equally real, KoHever» they may learn different 

things, According to^ the sex of the chtoacters * ^ ■ . ' , " 

The extent to^hich exposure in itself contributes to aggressive or ^ti* 

■ - * - • 

social behavior is still to be analyzed wi'tii this Mexican^ sample, -^^hcst resevch^ 
in the U.Sv lias shown that a relationship does exisi: between e:^sure and atti-> 

tudes or behavior* , ^ - ^ " . V * * 

' ' - * ■ ■ ' ' " ^^-^ "* ' 

PRTV, ^as well, as expo^re, nay haire cumulative eff^t^rts,. or e^ee^ avir 

* ■ J ■ - » ' , # 

time.' If the saske children in this study could be given :a sijfiilar qi;tfifttiofmaire 
in a «year or two^.or when ^ey are ^ut o3F schooi>..aoii}e more evidence cpul:d'>be . - 
if<jund that ti^uld conf ina or disconfim the -findings of this stviisf. It aay Well 
,be that what tbe^ childrep perceive to be real ij&'^h^ir e,ai!3y yjiars pDot^iibut|»ti: ; 
tP how they behave later in life. The saine applies to. loere ettpo^tuf^. ,^Is 

^ ■ , ■ t ' ^ : > 

pbsure to violtpce dju^iog chi^dDhood a deterainfht of adult auritiraocial behavior? 

Itopefully,.,lJie def ic^enci^W of this 's1;udy wlJj; :be pt)ei«'9ra% 
endeavprs» as, suggested a^bove», or ^ oti^er forms» an^^^the evidence encpilntei^: .^^^ 
in this stwiy sexy^r towards the: foiiDatipn\ of more, ^plid human }qic»riedge of ^e . 
behavior of huntan beings. The perception d reality television and its :^9r, 
sible effects on the behavioi^ ofSthe receivers is by no means a concluded re*' 
s^earch endiavbr., mdj^e'%6rit:,of replications across cult^n^ets b^. been d«Bi^-, , 
sf rated here* by the (jtiscovery of regularities and irx^gularitiea across pollti* 
cai and. lanmage boundw , ^, / . 



ocMFf Icicnts tar PRTV n^ure* by 
«^^th• ilifluiqM* <tf •Icnif lout otlMrs^ 
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y Table 2 
ttULTnJij'RE^SIQW AHALYSIS OF PRTV 



Multiple CorrelatioDS 
All Variables ^Step'-wise * « ■ 

in t3ie Equatioh Addition^ Significant B#tas.** 



Abstract PRTV 



^Content PBTV families 

Content PBETV Americans 
Content PRTV f igfits 

Specific PRTV families in; 
H^gar Dulce Hogar ^ 

The Partridge -Family 

Specific PRTV Americans in; 
The Magician 

Faiiily Affair 

Specific PRTV figfits in; - 
MlaaloR Impossible 

Hawaii Fiv«-0- 



• .35 

.30 
.21 



.51 



.56 



,53^-i- 



.55 



.51 



.30 . Age,. Use of TV fcr 
Compaaioaship; Grade 
in school,' SES 

,22 Use bf TV ifcop ccttpan- 
ionship, ISO*** 



.•3»f Use of TV for learn- 
ing, 6pa 



.49 Age, ISO, '6P^,- Grade 
in school 

•48 ' Age, -Ufte of TV £Dr 
companionship, ISO^ 
Grade in sbhopl 



.50 Age/ ISO, Grade in 

school. Real lift ex- 
periences " 

«53 ISO, !ti»r JUfe-.exper- 
■' iences,. SES 



'.**3, " Age, ISO, Grade' In 
school .\ 

.49/ Age, ISO, vGrrade in 
^ch6oi', ePA 



> Until the last si^iiflciAt ^^scntributw addisfd, 
'Standardized partial regrMsicn/cdefflcients. - 
^ Influence of signiflcsitt othwa* - 



Table 3* SialXarltles and dissimilarities I^e^ween the finding^ of;the stud/ 

with American children and the me with Mexican children in predicting 
the perception of reality of television.. ~ ' ^ . 



U.S. 



Mexico 



Pj^itiveAssociaticns. : 

Ifee or TV for^ 
relaxation 

, learning -* 
cofcp^icnsh ip*^ 
General e)Q>osure*^ 
— Specific exposure - 

Influence of significant others* 



Itee- of TV for 

learning 

ccinp an iohsh ip* 
General exposure 



Influence of . significant others* 

Level of abstraction for the 
referent on television 



Kegactive Associjttions: 

, Level of abstraction .for the 
, referent on television 



Age^ 



No Association : ^ ^ 

Real life experiences with 
'television CMitc^t 

Sex 

I.<3. ' ■ 

r 

h Socio-econocnic status 



Age and gpiiA^ in school* 
Grade point average* 
Socio-^eca^pOiQic status 



il life experiences with 
television content - 

Sex - ■' 

This use of TV for relaxatlc^ 
Specif!/: e}^sure , 



^* stands £pr significant standardized partial regression coefficients (pS^OS) that 
Were verir or smefdtat Consistent in predicting PfCTV acpordiSgTto the nultiple 

— regressipn ahaljtsis conducted o& the data. These ai^the- contrihutors that in, 
conjuttcmoa accounted fov^^Bt of the variance explained by all the variable 
inclt^ea in>ttha regression- e<iuations. 
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